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Very Reverend Father Dimitri Baroudi 1937-- 
 
 

During its long history of nearly 80 years St Nicholas has been 
blessed with several outstanding priests who were perfectly suited 
to the times in which they served.  This applies particularly to our 
present priest, the much loved Father Dimitri Baroudi, who has 
been serving St Nicholas since 1990.  The St Nicholas congregation 
and the wider Antiochian Orthodox community have decided to 
celebrate and rejoice in the 25 years and more of Father Dimitri’s 
priesthood.  So we feel that this is an appropriate time to remember 
and pay our respects to the dedicated life and many contributions 
of Father Dimitri Baroudi. 
 
 
The Young Dimitri Baroudi 
 

On 17 July1937 a son was born into the large family of Saliba 
and Mathilda Baroudi, who lived in the strong Orthodox 
community of El Mina, Tripoli.  In his early years he was known as 
Mitri, which he converted to the priestly name of Dimitri when he 
was ordained.  
 

Dimitri’s mother, Mathilda, was a devout and simple woman 
who regularly attended one of the Orthodox churches in El Mina 
with her family.  This ensured that the Church was always an 
important part of her son’s life.   The young Dimitri attended the 
Orthodox School of Mar Elias in El Mina where he proved to be  
a very good student who took the philosophy stream and gained his 
baccalaureate at the age of 17 years.  He was the first to gain 
entrance to university from among his friends at the same level.   

 



3 

 

During his school years Dimitri was an enthusiastic and active 
member of the Orthodox Youth Movement and was strongly 
influenced by its leading members.  Dimitri attended Sunday 
School throughout his childhood and, in his teenage years, he was 
actually in charge of the Sunday school.  When he was at high 
school Dimitri and other young Orthodox would go to the villages 
in Al Koura where they would gather together the Orthodox 
children and establish Sunday schools.  At Enfeh they established 
an Orthodox Ladies Group and Boy Scout Group called An Nour.   

 
Perceiving Dimitri’s devotion to the Church, key figures in the 

Orthodox Youth Movement encouraged him to go to university 
and arranged accommodation for him at the Annunciation 
Orthodox boarding school at Ashrafieh in Beirut.  In return for his 
lodging, Dimitri worked at the school where he was influenced and 
guided by our present Patriarch, His Beatitude Ignatius Hazim, 
who was, at that time, an Archimandrite and Principal of the 
school.   
 
 
Dimitri Baroudi as an Educationist and Orthodox Layman 
 

At the age of 17 years Dimitri enrolled in the Education 
Faculty of the Lebanese University in Beirut where he studied 
geography, history and education.  Again Dimitri did well in his 
studies gaining his Bachelor’s degree in minimum time.  After only 
five years as a teacher in secondary schools, Dimitri’s ability as an 
educator was recognised when he was appointed an inspector of 
schools after passing the appropriate examinations.  As he was not 
aligned politically, some people felt that he had a great future in 
education.  However when this was mentioned to him Dimitri said 
‘I think my future lies elsewhere’.  Of course, he was referring to his 
calling to become a priest. 
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Father Dimitri’s vocation was not a sudden affair but rather 
the culmination of a longstanding love for the Church and desire to 
serve it.  Dimitri’s faith and love for his church continued 
throughout his four years at university as shown in his choice of 
topic for his thesis: ‘A History of Balamand University’.  During 
his school and university years Dimitri continued as an active 
member of the Orthodox Youth Movement which was, at that 
time, an important catalyst in the revival of Orthodoxy throughout 
Lebanon.   
 

Dimitri’s involvement in the Church brought him into contact 
with Elias Audi (later Metropolitan Archbishop of Beirut), Costi 
Bendali, Paul Bendali (later Metropolitan Archbishop of Akkar) 
and other young Orthodox activists.  They became involved in 
many projects, establishing youth groups and generally helping to 
revive the Church.  These links with key figures in the revival of the 
Church ensured that Father Dimitri became fully involved in the 
modern developments in the Church in Lebanon which prepared 
him well for his future missionary work in Australia.  
 

Wherever Dimitri went he became involved in the Church.  
For example, when he was at St Anthony’s at Furn El Chebbak he 
was a member of the Council.  When the old priest of the church 
retired the Council approached Archbishop Georges Khodr asking 
him to find them a priest.  Archbishop Khodr did not hesitate to 
reply: ‘You’re asking me to find you a priest; you have Dimitri.’   
Although Dimitri had talked with Archbishop Georges Khodr 
many times about his future and had acknowledged that ‘the 
church was always on my mind’, it was not until the Archbishop 
uttered those words at that meeting that Dimitri’s vocation became 
a reality. 
 
 



5 

 

Father Dimitri’s Ordination and Priestly Service in Lebanon 
 

Father Dimitri was ordained a deacon on Bright (Easter) 
Saturday, 1983. After some 15 months his friend and mentor, 
Archbishop Georges Khodr, ordained him a priest on the Feast of 
the Transfiguration in 1984.  In the early part of his priesthood 
Father Dimitri received invaluable guidance and support from 
Archimandrite Thomas Bitar, Abbot of the Orthodox Monastery at 
Douma.   
 

Father Dimitri served in a number of parishes in and around 
Beirut with his own parish being St Anthony’s at Furn Chebbak.  
Much of Father Dimitri’s service in the Church took place against 
the backdrop of the civil war in Lebanon.  The displaced Orthodox 
and other Lebanese suffered greatly at the time, both materially 
and spiritually.  In a typical response Father Dimitri engaged in 
much social work to help the people with their basic needs for food, 
clothing and housing. In this work he was accompanied by his 
daughter, Maya, a qualified social worker.  During this period 
Father Dimitri was forced to celebrate the Divine Liturgy 
underground because the bombs were so close to the Church.   
 

The civil war also meant the disruption of the population as 
people sought refuge in the safer parts of Lebanon.  As well as 
caring for his own parish, Father Dimitri responded to the spiritual 
needs of many of the scattered Orthodox by visiting them in their 
homes, and conducting liturgies on Saturday evenings in a church 
borrowed for that purpose.  This he did in Jounieh, which led to the 
later opening of an Orthodox Church there.   
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Father Dimitri’s Service at St Nicholas, Melbourne 1990-- 
 

During his visits to Lebanon, Bishop Gibran, Primate of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Church of Australia and New Zealand would 
regularly invite Father Dimitri to serve the Church in Australia.  
Father Dimitri resisted until 1990 when he finally accepted the 
invitation of Bishop Gibran, partly because of the civil war and its 
impact on his family and partly because he had good contacts with 
the Bishop and trusted him.  Father Dimitri’s superior and mentor, 
Archbishop Georges Khodr, gave his approval reluctantly as he 
clearly did not want to lose such a dedicated priest and close friend.  

 
Father Dimitri arrived in Australia on 10 October 1990, 

accompanied by Khourieh Nawal and their two sons, Ghassan and 
Ziad.  Their married daughter, Maya, remained in Lebanon. 
At the time Nabil (later Father) Kachab was president of  
St Nicholas and he and his Church Council did all they could to 
make Father Dimitri and his family feel at home.  In this they 
succeeded and, from the first day, Father Dimitri and his family 
felt welcomed by the faithful of St Nicholas.   
 

The appointment of Father Dimitri proved to be a highly 
appropriate one given his good standard of education and his long 
experience in serving the Orthodox Church, both as a layman and 
priest.  Thus Father Dimitri proved to be well equipped to meet the 
challenges of serving his parish and also of engaging with others 
from the wider Australian society who had demonstrated an 
interest in Orthodoxy.  He was also comfortable in representing the 
Antiochian Orthodox Church at many Lebanese and Arabic 
community functions.  And so Father Dimitri’s arrival in 1990 
marked a turning point in the history of St Nicholas in that it 
ushered in a period during which St Nicholas resumed its 
traditional role of outreach to other Orthodox and Christian 
churches.  
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Father Dimitri’s family has been an important source of 
strength in his service as a priest both in Lebanon and Australia. 
His wife, Khourieh Nawal, works hard behind the scenes for her 
family and the Church and is always present whenever there is the 
need to entertain parishioners or visitors or assist with social 
activities.  Their two sons, Ghassan and Ziad, were active members 
of the St Nicholas choir from their arrival.  In addition, Ziad has  
a deep appreciation of Orthodox faith and worship, as indicated in 
his study of theology and writings in ‘Orthodox Contact,’  
a publication of particular interest to converts to Orthodoxy.   
 

Father Dimitri came to Melbourne at a time when there were 
only two Antiochian Orthodox churches in Melbourne: St Nicholas 
and St Georges.  The arrival of His Eminence, Archbishop Paul 
Saliba in 1999 ushered in a period of expansion for the Church in 
Melbourne with the opening of two further churches: St Paul’s and 
St Mary’s, St Anna’s monastery and several missions.  
Furthermore, the arrival of Metropolitan Paul ushered in a period 
of warm fraternal relations between the Orthodox churches in 
Melbourne which continue to this day. 
 

Father Dimitri’s innovations were mostly in the spiritual field.  
He introduced weekday liturgies, usually on Wednesdays, which 
provided opportunities for those who were seeking experience and 
knowledge of the Orthodox Church to worship together, to discuss 
Orthodoxy and to share Orthodox materials with those who had 
already made their journey to Orthodoxy.  Father Dimitri noted 
that these weekday liturgies were attended by ‘converts, enquirers, 
youth and some people of Arabic background who prefer English as 
well as some new couples preparing for marriage.’  An important 
feature of Father Dimitri’s service was the welcoming home which 
he and others at St Nicholas extended to a small but steady stream 
of converts to Orthodoxy from 1991 to the present. 
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Father Dimitri also introduced weekday services at St Nicholas 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays of each week in Great Lent. 
The move to English was also to be found in the chanting in the 
choir during the Divine Liturgies and special services.  Father 
Dimitri was particularly active in contacting those who had left the 
Church and in encouraging them to reactivate their Orthodox life.  
Other innovations taking place at St Nicholas included the 
publication of service books in English, the establishment of  
a combined Antiochian choir and a number of classes on Orthodoxy 
throughout the week. 

 
By the year 2005 Father Dimitri had become the longest 

serving priest at St Nicholas, during a period which has been 
marked by great stability and an increasing respect for St Nicholas 
and its priest.  Father Dimitri’s emphasis has always been on the 
spiritual dimension of his role as a priest: ‘I try to behave as  
a spiritual father.’  When speaking of his relationship with his 
parish Father Dimitri said ‘we like them…we love them…we try to 
create the ambience of one family.’  There is little doubt that 
Father Dimitri has succeeded in this aim by extending his love and 
warmth to all his people.  A number of parishioners at St Nicholas 
spoke of the unity of the Church congregation, likening it to one 
family under their beloved spiritual father. 
 
Father Dimitri’s parishioners, colleagues, family and friends echo 
these sentiments and join together in wishing him ‘Many Years!’ 
  
Dr Trevor Batrouney 
 
October 2010 
 
 


